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Do	you	“see”	him?	



Rizal	cuts	a	European	figure—deliberately	
	



It	is		
a	“true”	
image	



Here,	e.g.,	
is	an	
illustration	
by	Laporta,	
in	La	
Ilustracion		
Espanola	y	
Americana	
(Feb.	15,	
1897)	



Rizal,	in	
his	derby	
hat,	is	
being	
conducted	
to	the	
place	of	
execution	



The	
European	
figure		is	
also	an	
image	
Rizal	
chose	with	
great	care	



Black	suit,	
black	hat:	
Photo	
taken	by	
Manuel	
Arias	
Rodriguez	
on	Dec.	30,	
1896	



That	of	a	free	man,	a	citizen	in	a	republic		
of	equals	





Rizal	played	a	peripheral	but	real	role	in	
the	first	attempts	to	imagine	independence	
in	Southeast	Asia—especially	in	Indonesia	



�  Only	on	January	16,	1897	
�  In	Bataviaasch	Nieuwsblad	(front	page)	
� And	in	Java	Bode	(inside	page)	



	Rizal	“married	one	and	a	half	hours	before	his	
execution	with	an	English	girl	from	Hongkong,	
who	had	come	to	the	doctor	with	her	foster	
father,	who	was	treated	at	length	by	the	doctor	
for	his	eyes.	After	the	death	of	that	foster	
father	she	had	stayed	on	with	the	
doctor”	(Muijzenberg	1998:	391).	



Three	episodes	



“Prachtigen	patriot,	dezen	halIloed”	



E.F.E.	
Douwes	
Dekker,	the	
Eurasian	
(“Indo”)	
nationalist	
and	grand-
nephew	of	
Multatuli	







“DD”	and	
family	in	
1913—the	
year	he	
was	sent	
into	exile	

	
(borrowed	from	
http://
indisch4ever.we
b-log.nl/	
indisch4ever/)	



� He	transforms	John	Foreman’s		

	“Deeds	in	Europe,	almost	amounting	to	
miracles,	were	attributed	to	his	genius,	and	
became	current	talk	among	the	natives	when	
they	spoke	sotto	voce	of	Rizal’s	power	and	
influence.	He	was	looked	up	to	as	the	future	
regenerator	of	his	race	...”	



�  Into:		

	“Half-blood	and	native	began	to	see	him	as	the	
saviour,	the	regenerator	of	his	Fatherland.”	

		
	In	other	words,	DD,	the	son	of	a	Dutch	father	
and	a	German-Javanese	mother,	had	managed	
to	insert	himself	into	Rizal’s	story!	

	
		



� He	had	begun	the	essay	by	writing	of	Rizal:	
“A	courageous,	magnificent	patriot,	this	half-
blood”	(in	Van	der	Veur’s	translation)	

� Elsewhere,	he	had	also	written:	
	“We	really	form	the	beginning	of	our	own	
nation”	(Van	der	Veur	1958).	He	meant	Indos.	





Merdeka	ataoe	mati!	



The	Koiso	
Declaration	
of	Sept.	7,	
1944		
galvanized	
Indonesians	



Including	
restless	
pemuda	
chafing	
under	
Japanese	
control	
(journalist	
Rosihan	
Anwar	is	
2nd	from	
left)	



o “Surprisingly	enough,	as	I	read	the	book,	I	saw	
the	poem...”	

o “The	situation	was	favorable	to	promote	
nationalism.	In	that	context,	I	thought	it	
would	be	good	that	I	could	disseminate	this	
story	about	Jose	Rizal	among	our	younger	
people	at	that	time.”	



On	Dec.	
29,	1944,		
a	news	
release	
about	a	
special	
radio	
program	
appeared	



The	next	
day,	Asia	
Raya	
published	
a	suite	of	
stories	on	
Rizal	



It	was	the		
complete	
package:	A	
feature,	an	
original	
poem,	a	
photo,	and	
the	
translation	
(with	notes).	



A	story	on	
two	levels:	
interest	in	
PH	(with	
MacArthur’s	
return),	and		
appeal	to	
Malay	
kinship.	



Note	line	2,	
especially		the		
words	
“Daerah	...	
Selatan.”		



� Was	the	bureaucratic	Japanese	term	for	
occupied	Indonesia,	meaning	“southern	
regions”	

� To	the	reader	then,	the	phrase	conflates		
the	Philippines	of	Rizal’s	poem	with	occupied	
Indonesia	



Aside	from	
Rizal’s	poem	
welcoming	
martyrdom,	
there	were	
other	quotes	
from	him	
about	the	
useful	death	





Killing	the	myth	of	the	“lazy	native”	



A	
Malaysian	
giant	
The	
towering	
intellectual	
Syed	
Hussein	
Alatas	





�  “Jose	Rizal	(1861-96),	the	well-known	Filipino	
patriot	and	martyr,	was	a	leading	intellectual	
in	his	time	in	addition	to	being	a	physician,	
poet	and	novelist.	One	of	his	most	interesting	
works	is	his	study	of	the	indolence	of	the	
Filipinos	...	Rizal	was	one	of	the	few	Asian	
intellectuals	of	his	period	who	spent	time	and	
energy	discussing	his	problems	in	a	genuine	
and	relevant	manner”	(Alatas	1977a:	11)			



�  “The	important	thing	to	note	is	his	recourse	to	
these	methods	of	exploitation	to	explain	the	
most	important	single	factor	generating	what	
he	called	indolence,	notably	the	lack	of	
motivation	to	work”	(Alatas	1977b:	103)	



�  “More	than	anything	else	the	theme	of	the	
indolence	of	the	Filipinos	was	brought	into	
prominence	as	an	outcome	of	the	ideological	
conflict	between	the	Spanish	friars	and	native	
Filipino	priests	...	As	the	dominant	group	in	
the	Philippines	up	to	the	time	when	Rizal	
wrote	were	the	Spanish	friars,	their	ideas	
became	prevalent”	(Alatas	1997b:	110)	



For	Alatas,	Rizal	was	a	true	Asian	pioneer,	
who	showed	how	our	history	can	be	
reclaimed	



Ø Syed	Hussein	Alatas	
Ø Chandra	Muzaffar	
Ø Sharuddin	Maaruf	

Ø Farish	A.	Noor	
Ø Syed	Farid	Alatas	
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